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ABSTRACT  

Communicative competence is a term in linguistics which refers to a language user's grammatical knowledge of 

syntax, morphology, phonology and the like, as well as social knowledge about how and when to use utterances 

appropriately. 

The term was coined by Dell Hymes in 1966, reacting against the perceived inadequacy of Noam Chomsky's 

(1965) distinction between competence and performance. To address Chomsky's abstract notion of competence, Hymes 

undertook ethnographic exploration of communicative competence that included "communicative form and function in 

integral relation to each other". The approach pioneered by Hymes is now known as the ethnography of communication. 

Debate has occurred regarding linguistic competence and communicative competence in the second and foreign 

language teaching literature, and scholars have found communicative competence as a superior model of language 

following Hymes' opposition to Chomsky's linguistic competence. This opposition has been adopted by those who seek 

new directions toward a communicative era by taking for granted the basic motives and the appropriateness of this 

opposition behind the development of communicative competence. 
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